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In the academic year of 2009 / 2010, I had the great opportunity to study abroad. I spent the year at the National University of Ireland in the small and cosy town Maynooth near the capital Dublin. It was an amazing and unforgettable year – I am happy for all future students of the BUW who will be able to study at NUI Maynooth as well.  
The following description gives you a good insight into my personal experience before and during my stay. 

Getting Informed
In January 2009, the prearrangements for my journey started. In the following months, I made myself familiar with the homepage of NUI Maynooth (www.nuim.ie), especially with the page for international students (http://international.nuim.ie). For instance, I searched for possible courses, accommodation opportunities, important dates and events during my upcoming stay as well as general information about the university and its surroundings. I was looking forward to this academic year with great excitement. 
Accomodation
There are three different kinds of on-campus accomodation: River Apartments, Village Apartments and Rye Hall Apartments (http://residence.nuim.ie). In general, they differentiate according to their size, bathroom type (shared or own), internet connection type, TV availability and finally the price. Unfortunately, I cannot give much information about living on campus since I did not get a room on-campus. 
When I got to know that I could not live on campus, I was very disappointed and even desperate since there was only one month left to find a place to live. How should I be able to find an accommodation off-campus from Germany? I started searching for a room to rent on the homepage of the university but was not successful – all possible rooms were already rented out.  
In the end, I managed via google to get a room in a nice house in a quite and friendly neighbourhood. Here are some helpful websites to search for a room off-campus:
http://www.daft.ie/kildare/rooms_to_share/maynooth/
http://www.rent.ie/rooms-to-rent/kildare/maynooth/
http://www.studentaccommodationmaynooth.ie/Home.html/
After my year abroad, I can now count myself lucky to have been able to live with such nice Irish people in such a personal and homely atmosphere. If you like homely atmospheres, privacy in general or some quite hours to study, sleep and relax, the off-campus accommodations are worth a try. Especially in the exam period, I heard students complaining about noises on campus because not all students use their free time to study! 
Studying in Maynooth

At the BUW, I am studying Mathematics and English. Since the NUI Maynooth only offers English literature courses, I decided to get a taste of other subjects in order to reach the specific amount of ECTS (30 per semester) for the scholarship. Thus, beside English and Mathematics, I took courses from the subjects Anthropology, Irish History and Politics / Sociology. Especially the courses in Irish History I like most because I gained a good and deep overview of the whole Irish History – from the Christianisation by Saint Patrick in the 6th century to the war of liberation in the 20th century. 
Here is a list of my courses:
History of Mathematics (M); Gender, Nationalism and Armed Conflict (PO / SOC); Media and Society (PO / SOC); Race & Ethnicity (PO / SOC); Women in Medieval Ireland (IH); Ireland 431-800 (IH); Social Life of Things (ANT); World Literature I (E); Victorianism to Modernism (E); Irish Studies I (E); Translation GE to EN, EN to GE (especially for international students). 

In general, each course requires a lot of reading time and sometimes a weekly quiz on moodle accompanies the lectures. Make sure not to have too many literature courses since they often demand the reading of several books. 
By the way, the university offers a Gaelic Language course for those international students who are interested in learning basics of the national language. It should be great.
Since life in Ireland is much more expensive than in Germany, the prices of the on-campus cafeteria meals (6-7€) are not comparable with the prices of the cafeterias in Wuppertal (2-3€)  – so do not waste your money but prepare yourself with a lunch-box!
Furthermore, the university offers a great number of clubs and societies. You are free to choose as many clubs and societies as you want (only 2 € per club /society). If you are interested in getting to know people from all over the world and travelling around Ireland, you should join the International Society. Each Sunday, a film is shown in a lecture hall where you are able to meet people and several day and weekend trips enable you as a member to see many great places in Ireland (Galway, Belfast, Cork, Kilkenny, Powerscourt Gardens, Glendalough, Clonmacnoise, Killarney, Newgrange,…). 

Transfer

There are two possible airlines for a flight near Wuppertal to Dublin: Aerlingus and Ryanair. Both airlines are advisable but Ryanair is much cheaper. One little hint: Ryanair also offers very cheap flights from Dublin to London / Edinburgh – check their special offers for the weekends and make a spontaneous trip to London / Edinburgh with your student friends!!!

In Ireland, you get easily around with the city-bus (www.dublinbus.ie) or train (www.irishrail.ie). For longer distances (to the north, south or west of Ireland) you should take the coach (www.buseireann.ie) - and here as well: check their special offers – it pays off! 

General Hints

bank account: I became a member of the Bank of Ireland (www.boi.ie). With its laser card I was able to get cash from the machine as well as able to buy things in any shop.  
phone card: I got a phone card at the meteor shop (www.meteor.ie). With the prepaid card, I was able to write free text messages to any networks in Ireland for 30 days as long as I topped up with 20 Euro. 
To conclude, this year abroad was absolutely fantastic. It not only enabled me to improve my language skills in English but also to extend my level of knowledge according to the historical, cultural and social life of Irish people. I recommend studying abroad to everyone!
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